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 WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that Franklin County DIAL SELF will receive $1,000,000 in grant funds over a five year period from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

 The funding will be used to support a Transitional Living Program in Franklin County and the North Quabbin region for non-system youth who are homeless or at-risk of running way or being homeless.  With this new funding, Dial/Self will be able to extend their services by providing transitional housing and programming to youth have "aged" out of the present care system yet still need intensive support and mentoring in order to become self sufficient and independent young adults. 

 "I applaud the great work being done by Franklin County DIAL SELF on behalf of vulnerable youth in western Massachusetts, and I’m pleased that HHS has recognized that," Congressman John Olver said.  "DIAL SELF has a long and successful history in our community for running effective and innovative programs.  This funding will allow DIAL SELF to continue to develop and expand their services to positively impact more area youth." 

 "We are thrilled to receive this contract" stated David Voegele, Executive Director of DIAL/SELF. "In conjunction with our other HHS funded programs, this award creates a integrated service delivery system for youth who are homeless or at risk of homelessness and exploitation - and it allows us to establish a residential program for youth in the North Quabbin for the first time". 

 This grant will enable Dial/Self to assist youth by providing counseling, 24-hour on-call response and practical assistance in the areas of housing, education, employment and recreation.  Between 25 and 35 youth will be housed and/or receive services annually through this grant. 

 "This funding will enable Dial/Self to continue to help homeless youth in Franklin and the North Quabbin region make a smooth transition to self-sufficiency. Without this outstanding organization, many local teens would have no where else to turn," Congressman John Olver said. 

 DIAL/SELF Teen Services is an independent, community-based, non-profit organization whose mission is to create opportunities, services, and programs that promote the health and positive development of youth in Western Massachusetts. Since 1977, DIAL/SELF has assisted more than 15,000 local youth on their journey toward becoming healthy, productive, and independent adults.  

For additional information, please contact David Voegele, Dial/Self Executive Director, at 413-774-7054 (x107).
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